




Appendix D: Photos from the “A Spork in the Road” Press Conference 
Rethinkers Advocating for Healthier School Cafeterias 
July 24, 2008, New Orleans, LA 
 

HOMEBASE Art Gallery – Press Conference Site Rethinkers Lucy & Alicia present recommendations 

Leon Cooper Documenting the Event Renaldo, Briante, and Victor at Press Conference 

Dee Dee Green, Program Director of Rethink Ebelio Mondragon, UC Berkley Intern 

 
Rethinkers documenting press conf. Jean Blanchard (Seafood Dist. from Grand Isle, LA) and Jane Wholey 
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Superintendent Vallas responding to Rethinkers Idit Caperton, Jane Wholey, Paul Vallas 

Amu Ptah, Program Manager, and the Rethinkers Leon playing The Ultimate Lunch Tray Game 

Leon playing the Ultimate Lunch Tray Game Daizha checking out www.MYHLIFE.org 

Isaiah playing The Ultimate Lunch Tray Game Amu Ptah, Program Manager, Globaloria–Rethink 
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The Rethinkers partner with the World Wide Workshop Foundation to 
help young people in New Orleans gain 21st-century technology skills 
to express their issues and make a difference  
 
July 25, 2008, New Orleans, Louisiana – A group of young people known as Kids Rethink 

New Orleans Schools is diving into today’s new media world to reinvent and rebuild schools 

after Hurricane Katrina. Through a program called Globaloria, the Rethinkers are equipping 

themselves with the tools and resources to create their own Flash-based web-games about 

ways to improve nutrition and lifestyle in New Orleans cafeterias. In the process of creating a 

game experience for others to play, the Rethinkers gain valuable technology knowledge, 

creative thinking and project-management skills that will help them succeed as leaders in their 

communities.   

 

The Globaloria program is a social-media technology innovation of the World Wide Workshop 

(www.WorldWideWorkshop.org), a NYC-based foundation that partnered with Rethink 

(www.therethinkers.com), with support from the 21st Century Foundation 

(www.21centuryfoundation.org) and Share Our Strength (www.strength.org), to create 

educational opportunities for young people in New Orleans. Globaloria offers a unique 

technological system for young people to master the most advanced Web2.0 technology to 

express their views and original ideas, communicate and collaborate online, and build web-

games about issues they feel passionate about. As members of this ‘virtual learning community’ 

students and educators build their games by collaborating and connecting with each other and 

with the help of technology and game design experts from the World Wide Workshop team.  

"I started the World Wide Workshop a few years ago to match the needs of young people with 

the educational and economic opportunities for this new century,” explains Dr. Idit Caperton, 

President and Founder of the World Wide Workshop Foundation. “We believe that 

contemporary education -- that is, learning to learn, think, create and lead with media 

technology -- is going to be an essential contribution to the Rethinkers and their peers in New 

Orleans…maybe one of the most essential contributions. We are opening new opportunities by  

helping them create quality new-media content and master the technology and tools they need 

to actively and smartly participate and influence policy in their community as well as in the new 

global knowledge economy."     

The World Wide Workshop launched the “Globaloria-ReThink” Program on June 16, 2008, 

when 16 middle school and high school students became the first members of Globaloria’s 

newest social network, MyHealthLife (www.MyHLife.org). As part of the Rethink Summer Camp, 

these students are engaged in a 6-week long intensive virtual learning program that uses a 

customized version of the Globaloria platform and curriculum focusing on nutrition, health and 

food-economy related topics.  
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"I am truly excited about incorporating the Globaloria Program, because it adds a cutting edge, 
digital dimension to our work,” says Jane Wholey, founder and director of Rethink.  “Both our 
organizations are about empowering young people to change the world. We expect to broaden 
and deepen our relationship through the Globaloria Program.”  

At the end of the summer session, the Rethinkers will present their final game prototype to 

public officials and the media at Rethink’s Annual National News Conference (Thursday, July 

24, 10 a.m. CDT, at the Home Space Gallery, 1128 St. Roch Ave., New Orleans).     

Rethink and the World Wide Workshop are looking to expand the program to include additional 

sites in the fall of 2008 and spring of 2009. Interested organizations are required to apply online 

for the program.  

 

For more information about Globaloria visit www.WorldWideWorkshop.org and or email: 

Info@WorldWideWorkshop.org. 

 

For more information about Rethink visit www.therethinkers.com and or email: 

info@rethinknola.com   

 

 
The World Wide Workshop Foundation (www.WorldWideWorkshop.org) is a global, non-profit 

educational organization. Its mission is to harness the potential of computers and the Internet to 

enhance technological fluency for creative learning, leadership, innovation, and livelihood skills 

among children and youth in economically-disadvantaged and technologically-underserved 

communities worldwide.  

 

The foundation works in collaboration with forward-thinking leaders, corporations, universities, 

and research centers globally to develop open-source applications of social media technology 

and game production that enrich existing formal and non-formal education with the latest 

technology and innovative learning opportunities.   

 

Kids Rethink New Orleans Schools (www.rethinkers.com) is a group of students in New 
Orleans who want to rethink and rebuild their schools after Hurricane Katrina. Their vision is 
simple: a quality education for every public school student – no matter their family income or the 
color of their skin.  
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PRESS OPPORTUNITY  / July 24, 2008 

 
In a City Famous for Food, Kids Say No Thanks To Cafeteria Fare 

Youth Design 21st Century “Green” Cafeteria  
Computer Game, “Ultimate Lunch Tray,” Unveiled  

 
 
NEW ORLEANS, LA - For the third year running, the Rethinkers, youth from the nationally 
noted organization Kids Rethink New Orleans Schools, will stand in front of the city and roll out 
a carefully developed slate of recommendations.  The list addresses passionate concerns for 
students here and around the US as well: school food and school cafeterias.    
 
Local media won’t want to miss the Rethinkers’ news conference on Thursday, July 24 at 10 
am.  (Home Space Gallery, 1128 St. Roch Ave., one block off of St. Claude.).   Some big-
name local leaders will be in attendance, but kids will do most of the talking. And who better 
than students to have a voice in the city’s effort to reinvent its troubled school system?  The 
articulate voices of the Rethinkers can surprise even seasoned reporters.  The youngest member 
is only eight-years-old, and most are middle schoolers.   
 
Why is it that school cafeterias are serving unhealthy and unappetizing factory-produced fare in 
place of abundant local produce – wild-caught shrimp, for instance, or fruits and vegetables from 
area farms?    
 
Join us on the 24th to hear answers from the real experts: the students who attend our schools.        
 
Other news conference highlights:   
 

 The unveiling of “Ultimate Lunch Tray.” With the help of New York City’s World Wide 
Workshop, the Rethinkers have just finished an interactive prototype for a video game.  
Educators take note: “Ultimate Lunch Tray,” is a pioneering effort by children to teach 
other children the links between school food, good health, the local economy and 
environmental protection.     

 



-2- 

 
 

 A second unveiling: the Rethinkers 21st Century Public School Cafeteria.  Our youth 
worked with a chef, architect, and landscape expert to design a “green” cafeteria that is 
pleasant to eat in, efficiently serves a horde of hungry students, and gives back to the  
environment.  It is surrounded by vegetable gardens.     
 

 Hard-hitting, larger-than-life visuals designed by the Rethinkers with expert assistance 
from YA/YA, the city’s esteemed youth arts group.  (Ever seen a giant spork?)   
 

 Rethink announcement:  In September, we launch a new initiative, “the Rethink Club,” a 
first step toward building a nationwide Rethink movement in the US.  Four New Orleans 
public schools, two operated by the Recovery School District and two by charters, will 
host Rethink Clubs as after-school programs.  

 
Back to food:  With attention disorders, youth obesity and diabetes reaching epidemic 
proportions, schools desperately need to “rethink” the cafeteria diet – especially given how 
important free lunch is in the lives of low-income students. This health crisis comes at a time 
when local food producers and harvesters are suffering a crisis of their own. They are in urgent 
need of local market support if they are to survive crippling fuel prices and competition from 
foreign imports with high chemical content and disastrous environmental impacts. 
 
About us:  Kids Rethink New Orleans Schools sprang up in the aftermath of Katrina as a way to 
get input from folks too often ignored by politicians and school bureaucrats: the kids who 
actually are on the receiving end of school policy.   
 
Last year, as New Orleans rolled up its sleeves to begin rebuilding shattered school houses, the 
Rethinkers worked with local architects to design an environmentally “green” bathroom that 
would also mitigate problems that have made too many school restrooms breeding grounds for 
drugs and bullying as well as unsanitary conditions. The Rethinkers 21st Century Green 
Bathroom is an official part of the Public School Facilities Master Plan for the City of New 
Orleans, which will be released later this summer.  A “fly-over” electronic tour of the bathroom 
is available from Rethink.   
 
Rethink works collaboratively with three other youth organizing groups in the city: the Fyre 
Youth Squad, VAYLA-NO (Vietnamese American Youth Leaders Association of New Orleans) 
and JJPL (Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana).     
 
See attached background sheet for more info, and visit our website: www.TheRethinkers..org. 
 

 
For news conference information, contact Jane Wholey 

(504) 338 4097 / Jane@TheRethinkers.org 




